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Taxation was once viewed by classical writers as “the fifth deity in juxtaposition 
with property, family, order and religion”. Taxes are indispensable to economic 
development and social progress; in the process of tax distribution, a right and 
obligation relationship emerges between the state and taxpayers. On the basis of the 
concept on the standard of right in the traditional science of law, taxpayers’ rights are 
also a constitutional topic concerning democracy, rule of law and human rights. For a 
long time, China has mostly emphasized the inequality between taxpayers’ rights and 
obligations; taxpayers’ obligations are clearly defined, but in legal provisions and the 
practice of tax collection, the contents of taxpayers’ rights are not sufficiently stressed. 
Thus, the protection of taxpayers’ rights has become an important part of the current 
legal relations of taxation. From the perspective of the Golden Tax Project in the 
collection of value-added taxes, this paper analyzes the impact of the VAT policies 
adopted in the operation of the Golden Tax Project on VAT taxpayers, and proposes 
measures for improving the protection of VAT taxpayers’ rights in the process of 
formulating VAT policies.  
Besides the introduction and epilogue, this paper consists of three chapters as 
follows: 
Chapter 1 mainly introduces the concept, characteristic and content of taxpayers’ 
rights, analyzes the base of the protection of taxpayers’ rights in China, and cites the 
specific content of the VAT taxpayers’ rights.  
Chapter 2 mainly describes concepts and characteristics of VAT and the Golden 
Tax Project and the relationship between the two concepts; it elaborates on the 
important role of China’s Golden Tax Project and the impact of its operation on 
taxpayers’ rights.  
Chapter 3 mainly provides a jurisprudential analysis of VAT taxpayers’ rights and 
presents suggestions on how to improve the protection of taxpayers’ rights in the 
operation of the Golden Tax Project during the process for enacting VAT policies.  
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